Part two of the collection shows that the task of using knowledge about risk toward evidence-based policy is all the more challenging given the various needs of multiple stakeholders across national governments, industry, law enforcement, children's charities, educators, and the public. When the topic is subject to both widespread public and policy debate, as is the case with child online safety, the task is especially difficult. In a retrospective chapter on the EU Kids Online Project, Sonia Livingstone does the important work of teasing out some of the tensions of engaging in evidence-based policy work. These include, for instance, the potential for reporting to be (mis)understood as biased toward one or another stakeholder, negotiating the need as researcher to both critique and inform policy as needed, and the fact that policy often requires that issues be framed as "problems" to attract funding and be seen as worthwhile investments. This latter point is perhaps the most noticeable tension for readers of this collection.
That there is, in fact, a serious problem to which a safer Internet for children is the solution is an assumption that runs throughout the chapters in this collection. While the title's query, Towards a Better Internet for Children?, implies that safer might not always be better, a more focused effort to challenge the problem/solution frame around children and the Internet would be beneficial to readers less familiar with this debate. This would entail an interrogation of childhood itself, which, much like the concept of "risk," is rife with normative presumptions that shape the perceived need for a safer Internet and the nature of responses from policymakers. Policy based on culturally, religiously, racially, et cetera constructed ideas about what constitutes healthy and adequate child development are bound to produce unequal experiences for the children who fall outside these normative markers. In other words, challenging the assumptions upon which "children's needs" rest seems a priority for a collection that seeks to better inform policy decisions for all children.
One way in which the knowledge in this collection is of unquestionable value to policy that seeks to better serve children is in its child-centred approach to risk, safety, and participation. First, the EU Kids Online Project, the primary data source for the collection, foregrounds children's real experiences, making it both insightful and a model for future research. Second, the collection advocates the child's rights, framed within the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. This is significant given that the most commonly cited tension identified by more than one essay in this collection is the child's right to protection versus the child's right to participate without impediment to either the child's or the adult's right to privacy or freedom of speech. This has been perhaps the most contested terrain for a growing body of literature on childhood and safety more broadly and is a clear achievement of this collection.
In sum, what the reader learns from the chapters in this edited collection is that none of the efforts to regulate a safer Internet is sufficient alone, nor can these efforts be left to parents, educators, NGOs, or industry alone, nor are any efforts to date without significant challenge to the child's rights. One obvious conclusion that contributors all seem to arrive at is that, if the Internet is to be made safer, it will require a complex, multifaceted, multi-stakeholder approach that includes children as rights-bearing participants in shaping policy. Of course, the challenge here is that it is in large part the
